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USITT PUBLISHES JOURNAL!

The Institute is now proceeding with the printing of Volume 1,
Number 1, of its Journal, THEATRE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY, which
should be available for the Annual Conference this May. This
"long-awaited dream’ has finally come to be a reality after five
years of struggle by many members of the Institute. Ned A. Bowman,
the editor of the Journal, states that the publication will occur
four times a year and will contain several long articles as well
as shorter regular features. The format is 85 x 114 and will have
about 36 pages printed by photo offset. There will be as many
graphic illustrations as space will allow.
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The scone of the Journal includes the range of interests set forth
in the Institute'!s statement of policys

"The Institute's first concern is for the physical aspects
of the theatre, as its architecture, engineering, administration and
the basic conditions of presentation. All these phases stand obvious-
ly at the service of the final fruition in the theatre, the pressnta-
tion itself, wherc the skills of actor and playwright and director
are the most conspicuous, aided by all the intricate collaboration of
the stage through scrvices of the designer, costumcr, lighting design-
er and the various technicians."

A1l members of the Institute arc cncouraged to submit manuscripts for
consideration for publication in futurc issues of the Journal, for

only by receiving a multitude of material can the Editor kecp the stan-
dards of the Journal high.

FIFTH ANNUAY, CONFERENCE

Don't forget the Conforence to be held on the 30th of April, May lst
and 2nd at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana., This is the
first time a Conference has been held away from New York City, so it
is hovcd that many people from the mid west and west will be able to
attend. Rescrvations should be made by using the Conference Registra-
tion form which can be obtained from Dr. Donald H. Swinncy, Hofstra
University, Hempstead, Now York., Hurry, hurry, hurryl

MEMBERSHI™ DUES

Notice to all members: Dues should have been paid by April 15,

Any member who has not sent in his payment by May 15, 1965, will be
dropped from the rolls of the Institute. The Institute would like to
note that in addition to its individual members, ducs arc also paid by
a generous group of Sustaining Mombers who help to make the publica=-
tion of this Newsletter, as well as  the forthcoming Journal, possible,
The Institutc now has a Sustaining Membership category in the Archi-
tectural and Engincering class as well as the Mamufacturing class,

and cxtends a hopeful invitation to the many architectural and cngin-
cering firms to join the Institute, so that with their aid we can ac-
complish more of our objcctivcs,

COMMITIEE MEETTNGS

Most of the permancnt commitiecs of the U.S.I.T.T. hold recenlar
monthly mcetings in New York City. Any member from outside the City
who is in town is welcome to attend any Committece mecting which is
in session during the time of his visit, as follows:

Engincering- the first Tuesday of each month

Holophane Light and Vision Institute
1120 Avemuc of the Americas  (Entrance on L3rd Strect)

Architecturc~ the third Thursday of cach month

The Offices of Helge Westermann (16th floor)
111 West 57th Strect
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Administration- The third Wednosday of every odd numbered month

Hunter Collcge, Artistt!s Room #1L2
69th and Texingbon Averuc

Exccutive~ The last Thursday of cach month

ANTA Board Room, ANTA Theatre (5th floor)
2li5 West 52nd Strect

NFIT CHAPTERS

The USITT has cxpanded its boundarics to allow for a Toronto Chapter
which was rccently installed by the unanimous vote of the Dxecutive
Councils Congratulations to Wallacc Russell who has worked so hard
to achicve this aim. The next chapter may soon he in the Chicago
arca, During the rccent AETA Convention held in Chicago, a Steoring
Committee was appointed by Dr, Joel Rubin, USITT President, to deter-
minc the feasibility of forming & Chicago scction of the USITT, The
membors of the Committec are Mr. Froderick Buerki of the University
of Wisconsin, Mr. Thcodorz Fuchs of Northwestorn University, lMre.
Gerry Marx of Tllinois Lighting Associates, and Mr. Albert M. Koga

of Hub Flcctric., Secveral mcctings have been held this winter to dis-
cuss organizational proccedurcs, JAnyonc interested in the organization
of a Chicagn scction should contact onc of the above members of the
Stooring Committec. Califcornia, it's your turn ncxbe

THOATRE COWSULTANTS T.IST

Mombers of the Institute arc acdviscd that a Theatre Consultants list
will bc published in the ncar future, A1l ficlds of Theatre technology
will bz included in this listing. 2\ noticc will be scent to members
when such publication has taken place,

M THZ.LTRTS

SN DIZGO~ In Jamuary San Dicgo opened its 3000-~scat Civic Theatre,
In opening its new theatre San Dicgo joins a fast-growing list of
citles that have rencwed their downtown arcas with cultural centers,
Recontly, Los .dngeles unveiled its 3250-scat Pavilion, first building
of a $33.5 million music center. The theatre will house all manner
of cvents, from theatre to ballet to opera. If a morce intimate atmo-
sphere is rcequired for a play, the two balconics and rcar of the or-
chestra can be curtainced off lcaving a 1200~scat orchestra, Other
mltinillion-dollar cultural centers are being constructed in Trenton,
Saratoga Springs, Milwaukce, Washington and New York,

BCSTON- Beston recently dedicated its new War Memorial Auditorium.
The Tiew building is adaptable to many functions. It contains a large
exhibition space and an auditorium with LOOO temporary floor scats
and 18364 permancnt balcony seats. A stage 88 fect hizh and L2 foet
wide was designed for theatrical performances, including opora. A
film projection room is in the balcony., Othor mechanical fecaturcs in-
clude an automated cloakroom, adjustable acoustical cciling pancls,
and a "slotted" stage floor that allows scenery 4o be stored in the
basement and raised on stape as nceded,
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EVIRTIHIRE- A wide-ranging plan for constructing at lecast 30
legitimate Theatres across the country is being developed by Roger
L. Stcvens, White House adviser on the arts, The theatpes would be
in suburban shopping arcas where therc arc adcquate parking and
tronsportation facilitics. "Each theatre would have about 1000 scats
and conld be built for §750,000, Mr. Stevens said that he is think-
ing in tcrms of prefabrication to recduce construction costs, and that
by having theatres »f standard design, sccnery could be constructed
in cach city for at least a fifth of what it would normally cost.
Tdward Durcll Stone, the architcect, has been commlssioned to dosign
the prototype of the theatre,.

THEATRT SURVEY

The cver growing U. S. Theatre Survey Project has found a home with
Miss Carol Hoover, 5 Bronson .ve., Scarsdale, N, Y. iss Hoover ro-
ports that among the many cards rcturned so far, 30 thecatrcs for live
performances, built since 1960, have been recorded as followsy

2 with 3000 scats or morc
1 with 1000 scats
3 with 700 scats
1L with L,00-700 scats
9 with 200-L00 scats
1 with less than 200 scats.

Any member who knows of a rccent theatre structurce should file a
Survey card with Miss Hoover at the above address, so that this listing
will be definitive. In time, the Svrvey will publish lists of the
theatres by region and by size and type, It is hoped that these lists
will become useful tools for theatre consultants and architcctse

TRCIIICLT, MTS

An interosting meceting of the Engincering Committee was held at Pete
Fcller's Scenie Studios this winter for a tour of the shop and to wit=
ness a demonstration of the vacuum forming process for making scenic
clementse dny typc of three-dimensional scenic detail can be reproduced
in translucent or ovaque vinyl material which may be painted with latex
or casicn painte

Tho process first requires the fabrication of a positive mold which can
be as large as four feot by ten feet with a thickness of up to twelve
inchess The forms at the Fellor Studio ranged from rather simple brick
patterns to highly detailed rococo pancls, The form is then placcd on
a jig that has a vacuum producing apparatus below, A shect of thick
vinyl material is thon heated by an clectric oven overhead until it is
softes This soft fabric is then lowerced onto the positive form so that
the vacuum can null it Lightly around all the surfaces of the mold.
After a mimite to cool, the cntirc formed shect is removed to be trimmed
and paintcde The cntire forming orocess takes aboub four minutess

Mre Arthur Glickman, Sales Manager for the Vacuum Form Studios, said
that in addition to many stock pancls he would produce various othoer
architectural details such os columns, cornices, deors and their frames.
For furthor information write to Mr. Arthur Glickman, Feller Vacuum Form
Studios, Inc,, 68 Tast 153rd St., New York 51, N. Y.
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MEMBTRS IN THE NIUS
Ben Schlanger, Consulting Architect, has been appointed consultant to
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing JArts on all phascs of
motion picturc exhibition. A1l four halls in the Center - the theatre,
opora house, symphony hall and the newly added Film Theatre, have been
desimed in such a manner that the most modern projection eouipment
con be used if desired. Mr. Schlanger statbted that the Kemedy Center
will not only be able to show every type of f£ilm art which has proven
itsclf today, but will also be sufficicntly flexible to exhiblit new
methods that give promise of permancncce. Mr, Schlanger feels that the
usc of cinematic film projcction techniques should also be applicd to
the legitimate theatre as a more offective way of presenting scenic
offocts, so that any well cquipped theatre should perhaps include pro-
visions for front or rear projection cquipmente

Marvin Gelman of Lighting Scervices, Inc., Whosc cxccutives are former
theatre or television men, stated at the anmal Display Convention

this wintcer that the introduction of dimmer controls for storce windows
was being spurred by the "growing awarcness of the dramatic, theatrical
anproach to window display".

CHANGES "OF ADDRESS

Many rcoauests for change of addreéss arce received. These corrections are
processed as rapidly as possible, but may we point out that it may take
threc or four weeks before changes may be completed.

ANTL ASSEMBLY

May we call your attention to the annual ANTA Assembly to be held this
vear’at the H dtel Commodore, li2nd Street at Lexington ivenue, New York
City, April 25, 26, 27, 28,

The theme of the JAssembly is "THEATRE U.S.A.: Problems and Prospects',
and is based in part upon the nationwide study of the performing arts
recently made by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund.

Included among the scssions arc the following:
"Professionalism and the University Theatre"
"Artistic Dircction and Business Management in the Theatre:
Conflict or Cooperation”
"The Future of the Playwright in the American Theatre!
"The Future of the Actor in the American Theatre"
This Newsletter is made possiblc by the following Sustaining Members:
Architects and Engincers
Harrison & Abramovitz

Mamifacturers
Contury Lighting, Ince
JoRe Clancy, Ince
Janson Incdustrics
Kleigl Brothors Lighting
Little Stage Lighting Cos
Major Eguipment Co. -
Tiffin Scenic Studios, Inc.
Ward Leonard Electric Co.




