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ANNUAL USITT CONFERENCE
CONVENED IN DALLAS

The Marriott Motor Hotel in Dallas, Texas
was the scene for the 1971 Ammual USITT Con-
ference which began on the 5th of May and ran
through the 8th. The Chairman for the Con-
ference was 24 Vice-President John Rothgeb;
it was hosted by the recently formed Texas
Section which, though young, 1s prospering.

The Conference was Iinteresting, instruct-
ive, and conviviel, It lncluded tours of the-
atres in what Texans mlight consider the vic-
inity, seminsrs, displays, demonstrations,
and of course meetings of the varlous com-
mittees, the Board of Directors, Area Sec-
tions, and the Executive Council. All of
which was made even more pleasant by cock-
tail gatherings at poolside, barbeques, and
of course the Awards Banquet., ]

Among the theatres visited were the Dal-
las Civic Center (where a performence of.
"The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail" was pre-
sented); the Bob Hope and the Margo Jones
Theatres at Southern Methodist University;
the audlitorium at the recently completed
Eastfield College; Theatre Three (where a
performance of "Come Back Little Sheba'" was
presented); Texas Hall and the smaller the-

atre at the University of Texas at Arling-

ton; the theatre at the Tarrant County Con-
vention Center; Casa Manana, and the Scott

Theatre,

Also qualifying as a field trip was our
final day's visit to the deslgn studios of
Peter Wolf.

Descriptions of most of the theatres vis-
ited can be found in "Stalking Theatre Scen-
ography: Through Texas with Gun and Camera}
by Dr. Ned A. Bowman, in the May Journal.

Panel discusslons were scheduled in such
manner as to fall easlly into the theatre
tour schedule and covered the following:

"The Ides] Theatre, Ten Years Later" (moder-
ated by C. Ray Smith; "Planning the Costume
Facility" (moderated by James Campbell); "Per-
forming Arts Administretion and Management!
(moderated by Tem DeGaetanl); "The Magic of
Scene Paint! (a demonstration by Peter Wolf and
Art Oberbeck), and "Problems of Performing
Arts Education and Management" (moderated by
Joseph A. McCarthy).

Of equal stature to the panel discusslions
were two exhibitions: 1) the exhibit at the
Virginia Meadows Museum (adjacent to the Bob
Hope Theatre at SMU) of designs for theatri-
cal costumes by Berman, Heeley, Andrews and
others from the collection of Mr. Robert To-
bin, and 2) the Student Chapters Exhibit, "Show
and Tell," which was the Conference's initial

event. @

AWARDS DINNER

The Awards Dinner at the Annual Con-
ference in Dallas was presided over by Pres-
ident C. Bay Smith, who,after opening re-
marks of welcome,went on to announce.the
creation of a new administrative post, As-
soclate Secretary, which is to be filled by
Williem Moody of the Southern Californis
Sectlon and an affiliate of Century-Strand.

New Officers Elected

President Smith went on to announce the
other newly elected offlcers:

Secretary: Bon Olson, Chalrman of the New
York Section and affiliated with Century-
Strand.

Iregsurer: Terry Wells of Pennsylvanis
State University.

Technical Secretery: Walter S. Dewey, of
Northern Illinois University.

Second Vice-President:t Charles Williams

of San Francisce State College and Chairman
of the Northern California Section.

First Vice-President: Richard Arnold of
Northern I1linoils University and Chairmen
of the Midwest Section.

PRESIDENT: Walter Walters, Dean of the
College of Arts and Architecture at Penn-
sylvanla State University.

At this point there was a ceremony in
which the gavel was passed by President
Smith to Tom DeGaetani, first president
of the Institute from 1961 to 1963, who
in turn passed it on to Dr, Joel Rubin,
president from 1963 to 1965, who passed it
on to Dr. Donald Swinney, president from
1965 to 1968. Dr. Swinney returned the ga-
vel to C. Ray Smith, president fraom 1968 to
1971, And,as he notedy it was "with reluc-
tance but extreme pleasure" that C. Ray
Smith passed on the gavel to incoming Pres-
ident Walter Walters.

A message from President Walter Walters
will be found in The Presidentis Column on
page 2 of this Newsletter.e




Resolutions on Schlanger; Smith
and Sundgaard

Besolutions of the Board of Directors in
Dallas at the May USITT Conference included
a Memorial to Ben Schlanger (1904-1971), =
Founder and first Vice President of USITT,
who, as & practicing architect, was respon-
sible for the establishment and acceptance
of the role of the consultant 1n the perfor-
ming arts. He was prailsed for his research
on seatling and sightline problems in the the-
atre and his valuable contributions, friend-
ship foryand counsel to the members of USITT,

Another resolution was in tribute to C. Bay

Smith, the retiring president of the Insti-
tute. The resolution recognized president
Smitht's achlevements in developing the much-
needed dialog between thHe architect and var-
lous practitioners of the performing arts.
It was noted that he had brought the Insti-
tute to a realization of the practical ap-
plications of this dialog through his work
on the New York City Building Code.

Among President Smlth's many programs were
noted those that "enabled the Institute to
‘expand in membershlp, to add several reglon-
a2l sections, and to increase its services
‘through the added efforts of a professional
executive and editorial staff."

A resolution of the Executlive Committee,

read by Presldent C. Bay Smith, was a tri-

bute to Marge Sundegsard, former administra-
tive secretary of the USITT,

The Executlve Committee expressed 1ts sor-
row at her resignation and 1ts deepest grat-
itude for her contributlions to the growth

"and strength of the Institute, and for her

maintenance and and promotion of the Insti-
tute "in s manner far beyond the ability of
the Institute to compensate her."

USITT AWARD TO NINA VANCE

Ni Vance of the Alley Theatre in Hous-
ton,Texas received the USITT Award for 1971
for her "outstanding contribution to the
American Theatre." Her resident theatre,
which opened in a fan factory in 1947, rose
to international fame, and she secured the
support of her community to buli¢ a major
theatre for the present repertory company.
It was further noted that her "vision and
unselfish devotion to her art has given hope
to uncounted performing artists.”

JOURNAL AWARD TO ARNOLD

Dr. Ned Bowman, Cheirman of the Publica-
tions Commlttee, presented the USITT Jour-
nal Award for the outstanding Journal srti-
ole during the 1970-1971 peried to Dr, Rich-

‘ard Arnold, present First Vice President of

USITT, for his "The Great Chariot Race,"
which appeared in the December, 1970 issue

of the Journal.
LUCY BARTON FOR COSTUMES

Conference Chairmen John Rothgeb intro-

duced a film which depicted the receipt of

the Special USITT Céstume Award for 1971
by Miss ILucy Barton whose health made 1t
impossible for her to accept the Award at
the Conference. :

Miss parton, tescher, costumer, and schol-
ar, has "ecreated new criteris in the under-
standing of theatrical dress" and "for more
than 50 years, with humor, understanding,
and humanlty, has creatively stimulated her
fellow artistsy her readers, her students,
and theatre audiences.,"

FOUNDERS" AWARD TO ED COLE

The USITT Founders' Award was presented
on behalf of the Institute by Past Presi=-
dent Joel Rubin to Edward C. Cole for "his
distinguished service to the theatre over
the past four decades" and his support of
the USITT throughout its history. Mr. Cole,
& member of the Board of Directors, the Edit-
orlsl Board, and the Englneering Committee,
has made. significant contributions to the
Institute and has, "by hils leadership and
example, tralned generations of theatre men
and women."

ROTHGEB, COOK, DISKEY CITED

At the membership meeting on the day fol=-
lowing the Awards Dinner, the Board of Direc-
tors cited John Rothgeb, Billy Cook, Gene

‘Diskey, and all the members of the Local Ar-

rangements Committee in Dallas who made the
Conference possible and provided the "fabled
warm Texas hospitality" to all partlcipants.

THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

- I look forward to making observatlons,
sounding off, or making requests to the
USITT membership from time to time through
the medium of this column.

I thought perhaps, for my flrst effort
as a columnist, I would go over some of the
comments I made in Dallas after the gavel
had been passed on to me.

There was a visual ceremony at both the
Eoard meeting and at the Annual Banquet
which I found very impressive. There to-
gether, all still very actlive in the or-
ganizetlion, were all the past presidents
who provided contlnuity by their presence
and participation in the passing on of the
authority of the Institute from the first
president, Thomas DeGaetanl, to Joel Eubin
to Lon Swinney to C. BRay Smith to me. I
wish to express my eppreciation for their
participation in thils ceremony and for the
excellent leadership which their terms of
office represented.

I was attracted by the opportunity to
serve as president because of the diver-
sity of the Institute in terms of its re-
marksble range of membership. The mixture
of professionals, educators, students --
skilled, tralned, and experienced through
so0lid achlevement -~ has always been mean-
ingful and the real heart of the organi-
zatlon. I know of no other organizetion
with such a constituency.

Given this exceptional blend of members'
interests, one cannot but welcome the op-~
portunity to stand up to the changes and
challenge of the Seventies with change and
determined growth.

Dallas was significant. The Institute
really went natlonal; we'll sgoon be making
tracks toward internationsal stature, and




we are well on the way towerd meking the
student role in the Institute exceptionally
silgnificent. These are signs of our times
and of our strength.

The reglonal concept was an attraction
for me. Our growth potential is fantastic.
I found the decentralization of responsi-
bility in the new national officers attra-
ctive. I look forward to a fully funct-
iloning, member-participeting, influential
service and research activity with strong-
1y developed regions. I am, of course,
concerned about pitfalls and growing pains.
But develop we will.

The United Btates Institute for Theatre
Technology 1s the most authoritative organ-
ization on all phases of theatre (except
acting) and theatre technology in America
todayo

My Job 1s to focus on this and project
it, to assist you and push you, and put
all those things we think of as the fab-
ric of the Institute into the fabric of
American culture.

I anticipate working with all of you tow-
ard this end with great relish and much
pleasure,

i

Walter H, Walters, President, USITT

REVISED ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

At the request of USITT President Walters,
the Board of Directors has approved the gl-
teration of the administrative structure of
the Institite as reflected 1n the chart.

Board of Directors

I
Executive Council
(operational a}ad informational)

National Officers (elected)

President
Executive Offices
Ex. Dir. Dir. of Pubs,

Sltaff

1st Vice President ——————— | International Liajson
. National Liaison
Public Relations
Membership

2nd Vice President —— 3

|_Time and Place

Secretary (ex officio Chmn.) —3 [ By-Laws
| Certifications

Treasurer (ex officio Chmn,) — [ Ways and Means (Vice Chmn.)

Technical Secretary —————
hmn. Research, ex officio)
Codes

Engineering
Presentation

PATE

Administration
Publications

Steering Committee of the Executive Council:
President, Chairman

Standing Committees (Chmn., V.C.)
| Poticy

Conference Program
“Award:
Resolutions

- | Research (Vice Chmn.)
Architecture

RS

Regional Sections Past President

(1 representative as

designated by each
¢—Regional Section

Leadership)

2 Board Members
(elected at large)

Legal Counsel

s

Ireasurer, Legal Counsel, lst Vice President, One roteting Regignal Representative (determined
by the Regions), Executive Director and Direstor of Puhllcatiohg} ex officlo.

New Board Members

The followlng 26 have been elected to
the Board of Directors to two-year terms
whlch began in May, 1971:

Time and Place:

(Co Williams), G. Gaiser, V.C.

Mary Hunter
John Van Eyck

Harold Burris-lMeyeer

George Gill
Walter Walters
David Thayer
Eichard Arnold
David Hale
Delano Stewart
Barrie Stavis
Joel Bubin
‘Derek Hunt
rdward Kook

Gene Diskey

James Campbell
Thomas Lehman

Ed Peterson, Jr.
Charles Levy

S. Leonard Auerbach
Thomas Lemons
Ron Olson
Richard Thompson
James Klain
Nathan Sonnenfeld
Donald Swinney
Arthur Benline

Resolutions: (C. Williams), E. Peterson, Jr.
Research: (W, Dewey), V. Placentini,’V;C.
Awards: (C. Williams)
Conf e and

O%rg;§:§ & (C. Williems)

Special Assis-
tant to the

President M, Cramer

AD HOC COMMITTEES NAMED

President Walter Walters has conflirmed
his appointment at the Executive Councll
Meeting on June 26 of the following ad hoc
Committees:

ADVERTIZING REVENUE COMMITTEE
The Advertising Revenue Committee is to

Committee Appointments

Architecture:

Administration:
Codes:
Engineering:
Presentation:
PATE

Polley

Inter. Lialson:

National Liaison:.

Membership:
Public Relations:
Publications:
Weys and Means:
By-Laws:
Certifications:

L, Cortesi, D. Scut,
V.C.; P. MacKay, V.C.

S, Edman

R. Thompson

E. Kook

A.F. Wells

J. Rothgeb

D. Swinney

J. Bubin

C.R. Smith

T. Lemons

B. Simon

N. Bowman

(T, Wells), A. Cohen, V.C.
(R, Olson), W. Crocken, V.C.
(R, Olson), P, Sargent, V.C.;
D. Hunt, V.C.; C. Levy, V.C.

be chaired by Donald Swinney. Other members
are Len Auerbach, Gene Diskey, Paul Bir-
kle, George Gill, Dick Thompson, Joel Bu-
bin, Ed Kook, and George Howard. Ex-offi-
cio members sre Terry Wells, Tom DeGaetani,
and Ford Korper.

The Committee is charged to assist the
Managing Editor of the Journsl with increas-
ing advertising revenue, and with develop-
ing other ldeas on advertising possibilities.

DIRECTORY COMMITTEE

The Directory Committee is to be chalired
by Ford Korper, and includes Tom DeGaetani,
Richard Arnold, Don Swinney, Walter Walters,
and Tom Lemons,

The Committee 1s charged wlth preparing a
quality directory, in clear and attractive
format, for distribution at the March, 1972
Conference.




Books for Review

The following books are on hand for re-
view in the USITT Journal. Those interest-
ed in reviewlng any of the titles should
get in touch with Journal Associete Editor
Dr. Thomas Watson at the Dept. of Dramatic
Arts and Speech, University o Deleware,
Newark, Delaware 19711.

An Introduction to Cinamatography, by John
Mercer

Invitation to the Theatre, by George and
Portia Kernodle

Ihe Art of Make-Up for Stage, Television
& Film, by Vlastimil Boublik.

Stage Lighting, by Bichard Pilbrow

Theatre 3: The Americen Theatre 1969-197
by The Internatlonal Theatre Institute '

The Wordd of Diaghilev, by John Percival

The Bauhaus, by Gillian Naylor

Costume in Pilectures, by Phillis Cunnington

A Letter from Ed Cole

Edward C. Cole
17 Parker Place
Branford, Conn., 06405

May 25, 1971

Dear Walter,

Please accept and extend to the Board
and the membership of USITT my sincere
thanks and deep appreclation of the hon-
or accorded me at Dallas '71, and my
gratitude for the invitation and sub-
ventlon which made it possible for me to
attend and participaete in the Conference.

It was an inspiring conference, ex-
tremely well run and replete with new in-
formation.

To be honored in this way 1s to be re-
assured that all the effort was indeed
worth while,

Sincerely

Ed (Cole)

cllity designed along the lines of Furopean
practices. Ted Jones, Coordinator, Musical
Arts Center, Indiana University. ‘

2 )THE LANGUAGE OF MULTIMEDIA (Demonstra-
tion) - Chalrman will be Eichard Arnold,
USITT Midwest Section; Participants will
be Jerrold Gorrell and Benny Nygen, both of
the Goodman Theatre.

3)RECENT AND PROJECTED DEVELOPMENTS AFFEC-
TING TECHNICAL THFATRE (Report & Forecast
William Crocken, USITT So. Cal. Sectione

1) PLANNING EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AS LO-
CAL CULTURAL RESOURCES (Planning & Program-
ming Seminar) - Moderator will be Tom De-
Gaetanl; Particlipants will be Joseph Mc-
Carthy, Fine Arts Advisor, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Department of Public Instruc-
tion; Gene Wenner, Arts Education Specislist,
US Office of Education, Dept. of Health, Ed-
ucation and Welfare; Hilyard Robinson, AIA,
Former Dean, Howard University; and Alan
green, Educational Facilitles Laboratories,
ne.

5)SPECIAL EFFECTS EXCHANGE (Show & Tell)
Chairman: Ann Folke Wells, USITT Committee
on Theatre Presentation. Note: Anyone
interested should address his desire to
show his inventions, breakaways, stage
magic, etc. to Mrs., Wells at P.0. Box M,

Pleasant Gap, Pa. 16823

AETA CONVENTION REMINDER

The USITT/AETA portion of the AETA Con-
ventilon will occur on the afternoon of Tues-
day, 17 August from 1:30 to 5:15 PM at the
Goodman Theatre Auditorium, 200 South Col-
umbus Drive, Chicago, Illinois.

Sponsored by USITT and hosted by the Mid-
west Section, it was coordlnated by Walter
Walters. Recorders are Richard Arnold, and
Terry Wells. Glenn Naselius is facilities
chalrmen,

The afternoon session will be a continu-
ing serles of demonstrations, panels, lec-

‘tures, and exchanges, featuring technical

theatre, architecture, technological trends
and developments. In order to maintain
flexibility, no specific times will be in-
dicated. The events willl occur in the fol-
lowlng order: ‘

1)MUSICAL ARTS CENTER AT INDIANA UNIVER-

SITY - An 11lustrated introduction to a fa-

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Nerthern California Section Chairman
Charles Williams reportsthat the Section
met on the 19th of May. The meeting was
to have been s planning session for the pro-
posed October mini-convention, but with the
news that Chairmen Williams had been elec-
ted USITT Second Vice President at the Dal-
las Conference and that the 1972 Conference
would be held in San Francisco, it was de-
clded to postpone the mini-convention for
a year so that the section couléd devote 1its
entire energies to planning for the Nation-
al Conference,

Work 1s in progress on the 1971-72 sched-

~ule and an announcement for the entire year

1s expected to go out by the end of the
summer,

PRODUCT REFERENCE LIBRARY

The Section is establishing a Product
Reference Ligrery.

Manufacturers are invited to send their
catalogs. It would be helpful if they in-
cluded the name, address and telephone num-
ber of their representatives who serve Nor-
thern California.

Cartons containing catslogs shoulé be
marked:

" USITT Library
c/o Charles E. Willisms
Department of Drama
San Franclsco State College
San Francisco, Calif. 94132

1972 CONFERENCE PLANS FORMING

Plans are slready being formed for the
1972 Annual Conference which i1s to be held
at the Mark Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco
on March 26 - 29, 1972, end hosted by the
Northern Californie Section.



MIDWEST SECTION
MAY MEETING

Chairman Richard Arnold reports that
thirty attended the May meeting to hear
Archie Lang and Jim Dexter of Dexter Pro-
ductions talk about industrial shows, and
Jack Kelty (Chicago representative of the
San Franclsco Convention Bureau) speak of
convention and exhibit showings, Most of
the discusslon centered around the simi-
larities between industrial and convention
shows and other theatrical media, The un-
ique requirements found in industrial shows
and convention exhibits were described. The
opportunity in these flelds for the the-
atre trained indlvidual was made evident.
The various types of work and some of the
criteria for tralning for these fields were
also Giscussed. Versatility of talent and
knowledge of marketing were emphasized. The
meeting was held at a Chicago lighting in-
stitute.

JUNE MEETING

The June meeting was held in the largest
TV. studio in Chicago at station WITW, Mr.
Keith Darby and his staff presiding.

The studio was set up wlth the scenery
and lighting for "The Storyteller Show," a
regular program of the station.

The scene designer, Michael Lowenstein,
and Mr. Darby discussed the nature of des-
ign and lighting for television using "The
Storyteller Show" as an example

Richard Bowman, producer of the show, dis-
cussed how the production is prepared, re-
hearsed, and staged, followed by a special
videotape of a rehearsal of the show done
from inside the control room. Then a video-
tape of the actual show was presented with
a special sound track added revealing all
the directorial cuelngs necessary for stag-
ing the production.

A short discussion session was followed
by a coffee hour. A guestion and answer per-
1od was held and members were led on tours
of other parts of the station.

NEW MIDWEST CHAIRMAN

A short business meeting preceded the pro-
gram in which annual reports were presented
and the retiring Chalirman, Richard Arnold
turned over the gavel to new Section Chair-
man, James Campbell,

Over fifty members attended the meeting.

and Mr, Gersten answered questions through-

out the entire tour. Thirty-six members at-
tended this interesting and informative ses-
sion.

Steven Greenbaum and Margaret Heymann have
been appointed membership co-chairmen for
the Section. Each of us must do his part to
assist them in working toward our goal of
2000 members by next year. If you need mem-
bership blanks or 1nformation, please con-
tact them.,

In cooperation with the Engineering Com-
mittee of the National organization, the New
York Area Section provlided a panel discus-
sion dealing with lighting for touring dance
companies for the national convention of the
American Associatlon of Dance Companies on
June 4, 1971.

The Executive Committee of the Section will
continue to meet throughout the summer, and
we hope to have one or two summer programs.

NEW YORK SECTION

Chairman Ron Olson reports that the New
York Area Section met on May 15 at the Pub-
1ic Theatre in New York. A coffee hour be-
gan at 10:00 AM, followed by announcements.

Host for the meeting was Mr. Bernhard
Gersten, Associate Producer of the Festi-
val, who described the history of the build-
ing and The Public Theatre. .

Ming Cho lLee, well-known designer and con-
sultant for the project, led the tour of the

various theatres included in this fascinating

complex. Comments were made concerning all
aspects of each of the theatres, and Mr. Lee

CODES COMMITTEE
SUPPLEMENT

The response to the application request
in one of the Newsletters has been most
encouraging. Those members interested in
participating on the Codes Committee should
send 1n their applications as soon as pos-
sible. If you have lost yours or did not
receive one, please request an applicaetion
from the Codes Committee Chairman through
the National Office.

CODES COMM. STILL CHANGING

The structure of the Codes Committee is
still changing. Mr. Bandall Davidson has
been appointed Chairman of the Sub-Com-
mittee on Safety. Other Sub-Committee
Chairmen will be appointed in the future.

Mr. George Howard acted as Liaison be-
tween the Institute and The National Flec-
trical Code's Panel 15, Mr, Mert Cramer
and Mr. George Howard represented USITT
at the April 26th meeting of the Joint
Govermment/Industry High Energy Light
Source Committee which was concerned with
the safety aspects of Xenon light sources.
The notice in the March/April Newsletter
to USITT membershlp regarding Xenon lamp
hazards is a result of Mr. Cramer's and
Mr. Howard's efforts.

XENON-LAMP EXPLOSION FILM

Mr. Cramer and Mr. Howard obtained a 16mm
print of a film made by Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratories showing the explosion of a 20KW
Xenon lamp recorded at 7000 frames per sec.
which was shown at the Dallas Conference.
Begional sections and individuals wishing
to see this film should make thelr request
through the National Office,

REQUEST FOR REGIONAL CHAIRMAN

The Chairmen requests that Regional Sec-
tion Chalrmen appolnt a member to act as
Regional Chairman of the Codes Committee.
Nemes and addresses should be sent to the
attention of the Codes Committee Chairman.



RECENT NEWS ON CODES & SAFETY

Ala Memo #425 / December 1970

ATA announced the formation of "A new
Codes and Regulation Center (which) will in-
volve architects in promoting changes 1in
restrictive building codes and rules."

Daily Variety, March 19, 1971: "AMNATEUR
ACTOR SHOT DFAD IN REHEARSAL"

"Wayne-B. Carpenter was shot to death by
gunfire supposedly blanks during dress re-
hearsel of "Oliver!" in desert community of
Hidgecrest.

Desert division of Bakersfield College
was producing the play, in which Marine
M/Sgt. Wint T. Dillon was playing the of-
ficer who shoots E11ll Sikes, played by Car-
penter. Coroner's officer said Dillon,
stationed at China lLdke, used his gun and
made the blanks. Death was declared ac-
cidental. "

Daily Variety, April 1, 1971: "CIRCUS CIR-
CIRCUs IS SUED FOR ¢21,000"

"las Vegas, April 1 - A California wom-
an has sued Circus Circus for $21,000 in
Federal Court, clsiming she was injured
playing a slot machine last June.

Alice Z. Butkovich alleges a moving car-
ousel (Ed. Note: This is a double-decked
30-foot revolving stage) on which the mac-
hine she was playlng rotated, was negli-
gently deslgned, constructed and maintained.

According to complaint, she caught her
right foot and leg between platfomand a
brass plate when she stepped back.

Suit contends Circus Circus failed to
provide adequate safeguards."

Daily Variety, April 1, 1971: "PATRON SUES
STARDUST, SAYS TOPLESS 'FARIS' SHOWGIRL
TOPPLED OKTO HIM® )

"ILas Vegas, April 1 - Hotel Stardust has
been sued for {403,700 by a customer who
claimed a topless showgirl fell upon him,
Alvin J. Glasky salé he and his family at-
tended a performance of "Lido de Paris" in
the Stardust April 5, 1969, when a plat-
form on which girls were decending from the
ceiling "tilted in such a manner that Glo-
ria Tiffany, a topless showgirl and employ-
ee of defendant, negligently toppled off
and fell some distance, landing on the
plaintiff.

Glasky sald he received '"both internal
and external injuries and bruises" and suf-
fers a permanent disability.

_ bult asks for 150,000 in general demacges,
$3,700 for medical 'bills, $50,000 for lost
wages, and $200,000 punitive damages."

(Ed. Note: USITT members who toured the
Stardust in March 1969 will recsall the in-
stallation and the show in question. The
platforms which lower the girls are known
affectionately by USITT'ers as "Wench
Winches.")

Ehle, Willi, "Das neue Cpernhaus in Istanbul
ging in Flammen Auf," BUHNENTECHNISCHF RUND-
SCHAU (February 1971), pp. 18-21.

On November 27th, 1970, the recently con-
structed opera house in Istanbul, Turkey
vwas destroyed by fire. Article has photos
showing stage and auditorium before and af-
ter fire.

INDUSTRY COUNCIL FORMED

Industries who have become Sustaining and
Contributing members of the Institute have
recelved various forms of thanks and hope-
fully some benefits. oSelling of such mem-
bership has been easlest when one industry
joins and others are challenged to meet and
keep pace with their competition. The pot-
ential value which such members present has
not been developed.

The establishment of an Industry Council
has created the method of developing the
method of developing this potential, Hep-
resentatives of Sustaining and Contributing
members will be asked to develop a program
where their support and the Institute's re-
sources will be exchanged for our mutual
benefit. .

The improvement in communicatlions between
manufacturer, supplier and user can benefit
all. ‘''he ability to identify research needs
and to stimulate activity to meet these
needs will also prove beneficial. Hequire-
ments for Institute service can also be 1i-
dentified and provided with minimum delay.
It is felt that this 1s an important step
forward in the growth of the Institute.

Contact: Thomas M. Lemons
Membership Chairman
TLA-Lighting Consultants, Inc.
72 Loring Avenue
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
(617) 745-6870

SHOULD BEGIN 70 SEEK NEW MFMBERS.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE LAUNCHED

At the Annual Conference in Dallas,
First Vice-President kichard Arnold es-
tablished a goal of obtaining 2000 mem-
bers by the 1972 Conference. He reques-
ted that each present member accept the
responsibility of obtaining a new mem-
ber. ‘Ghe Membership Committee has ac-
cepted this challenge and is developing
plans to assist each member to meet this
goal.

We welcome you into committee membership
and remind you that the first rule that a
salesman must learn is to ask for an order.
You won't be successfull if you sit and
wait for a customer to come along and ask
to be sold.

When was the last time you told some-
one about the USITT and asked them to
join? '

CENTURY STRAND FIRST CONTRIBUTING
MEMBER; ARTS OF THEATRE FOUNDATION
GIVES GRANT

To launch the membership drive, the
Pirst Vice-President announced that CENTURY
SURAND INCORPOHATEL had presented a new
contribution to USITT to become a CONTRI-
BUTING MEMBEFR of the Imstitute, the first
in the history of the organization., Shortly
afterwards, Mr. Edward F. Kook rose to an-
nounce that the ARTS OF THE THFATRE FOUNDA-
7'ION INCORPORATED would make a similar grant.

THE DRIVF IS LAUNCHED, _NOW_FACH OF US



services and research

RESEARCH. The following report was present-
ed to the Board of Directors in Dallas by
Technical Secretary Walter Dewey. The rep-
ort, the product of a Sub-committee on Re-
search Project Guidelines consisting of
Dewey, Kook, Gaiser, Cramer, Wells and De-
Gaetani, having been accepted and approved
by the Board of Directors is now USITT pol-
icy:

Philosophy and Organization

A. That USITT encourage internal research
activity.

B. That the most effective research is do-
ne by individuals or small groups, best
motivated when the idea for the project
is the product of that individual or
group.

C. That USITT neither solicit nor adminis-
ter any outside funding for research at
the present time.

D. That USITT assist individual members
in good standing in looking for out-
side funding by having lists of agen-
cies and foundations available for pur-
suit by those individuals. This would
include mention of such sources in the
Services and Research section of the
NEWSLETTER.

E. That the Research Committee of USITT be
composed of the chairmen of the six re-
search-oriented standing committees (Ad-
ministration, Architecture, Codes, Eng-
ineering, Performing Arts Training and
Education, and Presentation) supplement-
ed on an Ad Hoc basis by additional kn-
owledgable persons as advisors from the
institute membership or from the outside
where indicated by the specific nature
of an individual project, with the Tech-
nical Secretary as chairman.

Process

A, That research projects generated within
the six committees be examined, critic-
ized, but not rejected by the appropri-
ate committee. It remains the right of
the individual initiator or initiating
group to accept or reject such critic-
isms. .

B. That when the Research Committee has
been fully informed of a project conc-
ept, - details of the project should be
made known as soon as practical to the
membership of the ihstitute through the:
Services and Research page of the NEWS-
LETTER.

C. That the project would then be consid-
ered by the Research Committee., Coord-
ination would be arranged where the pro-
ject was the joint concern of two or mo-
re committees. At this time key liaisons
with interested and affected sister org-
anizations would be suggested.

D. That prompt dissemination of reports on
completed projects is a responsibility
of the Research Committee, preferably in
one of the USITT's publications.

E. That the Research Committee through the
Technical Secretary follow and know the
status of projects, unfinished and com-
plete.

FEFFFERFFFRRLEFFLREFRRRRFFRRRFFRFRERRENL AR

NEW RESEARCH PROJECTS:

At its meeting in Dallas, the National
Committee on Theatre Administration elec-
ted to undertake a project "to determine
needs of and job opportunities in arts ad-
ministration on all levels and, in ,resp-
onse to the findings thereof, coordinate
the development of model programs calcul-
ated to meet the needst

At its May 25 meeting the National Engin-
eering Sub-Committee on Audio and Acoust-
ics moved to undertake the following pro-
jects:

" "A Glossary of Audio-Engineering Termino-

logy and Symbols for Theatre Systems!

"Criteria for Accommodation of Opera Or-
chestras in New and Existing Facilities
not Primarily Designed for Opera Perform-
ancel

SERVICES. The following activities recen-
tly occurred under the auspices of the
USITT SPEAKERS AND SEMINAR BUREAU:

USITTers Olson, Thayer and DeGaetani par-
ticipated in a Symposium on Theatre Ligh-
ting sponsored by the Great Plains Cult-
ural Commission and the Kansas Chapter

of the Illuminating Engineering Society:;
Wichita, Kans., May 2.

USITTers Harris, Teitelbaum, Peterson,
Olson and DeGaetani participated in a
USITT-sponsored panel on "Aspects of
Touring Dance Lighting" at the Annual
Conference of tHe Association of Ameri-
can Dance Companies; NYC, June 4.

k% kxkrkxkNOTICEx*kkdkkk &

The USITT National Office will be closed
for vacation during the month of August.
sxknkdkkrxx NOTICExwkw ks hdw

Inquiries and comments concerning the
above programs are most welcome, and
should be addressed to Thomas DeGaetani,
Executive Director, U.S. Institute for
Theatre Technology, 245 West 52nd Street,
NYC, NY 10019.



AETA THANKS USITT

In a letter dated 2 June 1971 o USITT
President Walter Walters, AETA Fresldent
Wallsce Smith has extended the AETA's thanks
for the USITT's “interest gﬁd ggnerosity in

1d ‘the USITT Deslgn Award as part of
gigvimégfc:g College Theatre Festlval.,"

The letter went on to note that "the

oung people participating in the festival

ave expressed thelr valuing of the award
and are impressed with the interest that
theatre people have shown in an enterprise
which they are beginning to belileve 1s
theirs. AETA is most grateful for the sup-
port you are giving to thls enterprise of
importence to all of us in theatre."

\

CALENDAR

August 16-18 AETA Convention in Chicago

August 17 . USITT/AETA afternoon at Goodman

Theatre, from 1:30 to 5:15 PM
August 17 Steering Committee, Exxex Inn.
August 18 Executive Council, Essex Inn
October 24 Steering Committee, Los Angeles
October 25 Executive Council

Board of Directors

8

SPECIAL OFFER: Issues 1-16 of the USITT
Journal are being offered at $20.00 for
USITT members and $25.00 for non-members.

USITT NEWSLETTER

EBITOR: Ford Korper
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National Offlce:
New York:

Northern Celifornila:
Southern Californla:
Midwest:
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Richard Thompson
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